	WORD 

	DEFINITION / EXPLANATION 


	Elections 

	the process by which e.g. an individual is chosen to occupy a public office 


	Turnout 

	the number of people gathered for a particular event or purpose; attendance 


	Electoral system 

	a legal system for making democratic choices; voting system 


	Legitimacy 

  

	is the popular acceptance of a governing regime or law as an authority; 


	Faction 

  

	is a grouping of individuals, especially within a political organization, such as a political party, a trade union, or other group with a political purpose. \ 


	Proportional representation 

  

	sometimes referred to as full representation, is a category of electoral formulas aimed at a close match between the percentage of votes that groups of candidates (grouped by a certain measure) obtain in elections and the percentage of seats they receive (usually in legislative assemblies) 


	To be allocated 

	to be given, distributed officially 


	Voter 

	a person who votes 


	Electoral roll 

	(or electoral register) is a listing of all those registered to vote in a particular area 


	To submit 

  

	-  to give sth to sb so that it may be formally considered or so that the decision about it may be made; 

-  to suggest or argue; 

-  to accept the authority, control or superior strength of sb/sth; 
to give a document, proposal, etc. to sb in authority so that they can study or consider it

	Political endorsement 

  

	is the action of publicly declaring one's personal or group's support of a candidate for elected office 


	Be tallied 

	a record for an account, reckoning, or score 

	 Ballot box 

	is a temporarily sealed container with a narrow slot in the top sufficient to accept a ballot paper in an election but which prevents anyone from accessing the votes cast until the close of the voting period; it is usually  located in a polling station 


	ballot paper 

	a simple scrap of paper on which each voter writes in the name of a candidate, but governmental elections use pre-printed to protect the secrecy of the votes 


	Polling station 

	is a place where voters cast their ballots in elections 


	Polling 

	voting 


	Enrollment 

	the process/action of making sb a member of a group; to register 


	Electoral law 

	"the politics of law and the law of politics" the law containing articles related to the process of election (eg. which persons are entitled to vote in an election, how votes are cast at an election, how votes are counted at an election, what kind of the procedures candidates must follow to appear on the ballot etc.)

	Random allotment of participants 

	is a method of participants selection with no order 


	Electoral agitation   

	 an unnecessary attempt to taint the credible electoral process  
public activities in order to achieve political change

	Quotient   

	 the result of a division; e.g. when dividing 6 by 3, the quotient is 2 


	Ratio (of votes)   

	is an expression which compares quantities relative to each other 


	Suffrage 

	is the civil right to vote 


	Affinity 
	a close relationship between two people or things that have similar qualities, structures or features; a strong feeling that you understand sb/sth and like them or it

	Pass the law 

  

	Introduce, and accept as law  

  


	Supervision 

  

	 the act of watching over the work or tasks of another who may lack full knowledge of the concept at hand 


	Commissioners 
	persons authorized by a commission to perform certain duties. 


	Purse 
	a small bag or pouch for carrying money or documents. 

	Examine 
	To observe carefully or critically; inspect 


	Annual 

	up to date 


	Draft a bill 
	Prepare documents explaining and promoting a proposed law 


	Committees of inquiry 
	A group of people officially delegated to examine a situation 


	Ombudsman 

	deals with complaints by individuals 


	Amicable solution 
	friendly in feeling; showing good will; peaceable 


	Input to every EU summit 

	the European Council meetings 


	‘Co-decision’ procedure 

	the main legislative procedure by which law can be adopted in the European Community, the first of the three pillars of the European Union. The codecision procedure gives the European Parliament the power to adopt legislation jointly with the Council of the European Union, requiring the two bodies to agree on an identical text before any proposal can become law. 

The procedure is also known as the "Article 251 procedure", as it is laid down in Article 251 of the EC Treaty. The new Treaty of Lisbon replaces all references to the "procedure referred to in Article 251" with references to the "ordinary legislative procedure".

	accession (assent to the accession)   

	to express acceptance of an opinion, proposal, etc.; agree (to); concur 


	outline 

	first draft of sth 


	chairman 
	 the highest office of an organized group 


	Vilify 
	 to say or write unpleasant things about sb/sth so that other people will have a low opinion of them

	leaflets 
	 A printed, usually folded handbill or flier intended for free distribution 


	equal 

	having the same rights 


	covert 
	 Not openly practiced, secret or hidden, making it difficult to notice

	ubiquitous 
	 existing or being everywhere at the same time 


	commensurate 
	 equal in measure or extent, corresponding in size, extent, amount, or degree : proportionate 


	the franchise 
	 the right to vote 


	to hold office 

	 To be elected to, or promoted to a certain position of authority 


	abidance of voting right 
	 compliance; the practice of obeying rules or requests made by people in authority

	forfeit 

  

	 something to which the right is lost, as for commission of a crime or misdeed, neglect of duty, or violation of a contract

	alliance 

  

	an agreement between two or more parties, made in order to advance common goals and to secure common interests

	to pursue 

  

	  to find or employ measures to obtain or accomplish 


	social cohesion 

	  a term used in social policy, sociology and political science to describe the bonds or "glue" that bring people together in society, particularly in the context of cultural diversity; Social cohesion is a multi-faceted notion covering many different kinds of social phenomena

	prerequisites 

  

	 required as a prior condition of something else; necessary or indispensable; something that must be gained in order to gain something else 


	fossil fuels 
	 coal, oil and natural gas 


	be maintained 
	 made ready for service 


	sustainable 
	 the capacity of maintaining a certain process or state. 


	sovereignty 

	 the exclusive right to control a government, a country, a people, or oneself


	well-off 

	 rich 


	ratification 

  

	 the act of giving official sanction or approval to a formal document such as a treaty or constitution


	launch a campaign 
	 Advertise, promote a product or ideal 


	impose 
	  to establish or apply by authority 


	tax 

  

	 a financial charge imposed on an individual or a legal entity by a state or a functional equivalent of a state 


	impact 

	 influence 


	Returning Officer

	Person responsible for overseeing elections and announcing results of elections
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